Cycleland Enduro Race Report May 3, 2009
Good Morning Race Fans!

The TRIC warriors raced in the tall pine trees of east Texas this past weekend. The rain made the deep sand manageable, and the course fun. The race site was the Cycleland Enduro just outside Nacogdoches Texas.
Todd and Tim arrived at my house early Saturday morning. These guys normally race the TORN series, but wanted to ride an enduro. I had room in the RV for them, so we were off to do battle. We left at 8am, stopped for breakfast, and arrived at the race site around 12:30pm.
While on the road east, Art called. He had a flat on the trailer, and was at Discount Tire having a new one mounted. He made the rest of the trip without further problems. 
Dustin and the family, along with *Larry left on Friday night, and arrived at 2am. What a bunch of troopers. I had already arranged with the parking police for a few reserved spots. Saturday morning, they moved *Dustin into place. *Jeffrey and *Debbie, The *Baxter family, Travis, and *Alice, and Cheri and the kids all arrived during the afternoon, and got to park close to us. 

*Preston and *Brandon Baxter would be racing in the mini class Saturday, so Mom and Dad got them ready, and headed for the start line. The rest of us went over to cheer them on. They are getting better each time they go riding. 
This was Dave Baxter’s first time back after his accident. It was great to see him and his family back out with us. I presented him with a clock with his cut up TRIC shirt and Jersey glued to the face. I started this back when Dan broke his collar bone. This is an award you don’t want to compete for, but if you have your shirt cut off of you, I will make you a clock.

After that Jeffrey and his wonderful wife Debbie showered me with silly string. It was all in great fun, and I’m not thinking about retaliating with water balloons. Really, I’m not thinking about retaliating. Really.

The church service started about 8pm. We had about 45 people. I continued the “Let Us” series teaching. Walking back form sign up, I spotted a trailer with “Jesus is Lord” printed on it. I introduced myself to the family, and they came to the church service. They are a great bunch. 
Sunday morning we heard rumors of a big rain storm headed our way. The rumors were true, and about 6:45am the bottom fell out. It rained hard for about ½ an hour. The club delayed the start of the race for an hour. That was a good call. By 9am the rain had stopped, and the ground had started soaking up the water, and was getting better every minute. My row left at 9:47, and the ground was almost perfect.
*Art, *Mark, Travis, and *Jeffrey had pre-entered, and were on row 6. *Pat pre-entered and was on row 32. *Larry, *Dustin, Todd, Tim and I were on row 47. Joseph was on his usual row 26.
For the first 3.6 miles of the race, we were to average 12mph on our way to the first test section. The trail was tight and twisty. I had to hustle to keep on time. The ground was great, with plenty of traction. I arrived at the check-in with 3 minutes to spare.  Todd and Dustin were right behind me. We entered the first 30mph test section together, and tried to gas it. The trail remained tight, and I was 21 minutes late to the check-out.

Somewhere in the transfer section to the next test, I got a front flat. I went down hard, and managed to wobble back to camp. I went to help out at the gas stop.

I got to the gas stop in time to see Row 6, they said they were having fun, and went out to have more. Pat came in next. We fueled up his bike, and gave him some food and water. He was riding good, and left to have more fun too. Todd and Tim came in with time to spare. They were enjoying the wet sand, but did not like the slippery tree roots. Larry came in, and was running late. He stopped to give some gas to Dustin. Way to go Larry! Dustin missed the emergency gas stop, and ran out of gas. Larry gave him enough to get a little farther, but he ran out again 3 miles before the gas stop. Someone with a 4 wheeler gave him enough gas to make it to the gas stop. We topped off his tank, and away he went to finish. Larry was having trouble with his suspension. The tree roots were beating him up. I got a screw driver, and turned his compression clickers all the way soft. After the race, Larry said that helped a lot. The second part of the race was much better.
Below are some comments from the riders.

From Art:

What an awesome adventure!!! I sure had a blast, well maybe not so much on that last test section, but in spite of the rain, what a huge event. Ralph - Sorry to hear about your front flat, that is a bummer! I heard Dustin ran out of gas but Larry sacrificed his points to fuel him up so he could make it back in. Way to step in Larry!!!

Big THANKS to Dave Baxter for going back to the truck and getting me a seat bolt at 1st gas. It broke at the beginning of that test before gas and had to sit down to keep my seat on the bike. Sure am glad it was an Enduro Eng. soft seat! 

Thank you to all the pit crew, you guys/gals are awesome! 

Finally got to meet Brian Bland at this race, what a nice guy! Talked to him at the check in for the last test, and then he smoked past me around mile 8 - 9. That boy can motor!!!

Sure am glad I got the fresh set of Maxxis tires for this one. The ones I took off are still okay, if anyone needs a set let me know.

Congrats to Mark Rogers - Overall Age!

Congrats to Travis - 1st Place Open A!

Congrats to Jeffrey - 2nd Place in a tough class

Congrats to Pat Brook - 2nd Place - 1st Place Points - won by 2 tie breaker points < 1 min

Congrats to all who finished!

I am so thankful to be a part of TRIC, I am so blessed to have each of you in my life.

God is sooooo awesome!!!

From Larry:

I want to add a special Thank You to Travis for picking me up an EE seat! Without it I would not have made it through the 1st half of the race with my jacked up suspension that was beating me silly.

And a super THANKS to our unplanned Pit Chief Ralph White for loosing up my suspension enough so I would not get beat up by the roots the 2nd half of the race.

From Todd:

I would like to thank each of you for making this a very fun and interesting race. And to mister “I am so slow” Dustin, that I will take the back, Man when you passed me You looked great!! I passed you back but you do not look slow at all!! 

 I met so many new friends and also hooked up with some old friends it was wonderful. The race was very interesting, I like one guys comment at gas, He stated if it would not have rained that sand would have been a lot harder to go though. This was Gods way of helping traction and keeping the dust down. The track was good. I was not crazy about the tree roots, but I survived. 

 I special Thanks to Ralph and Deb for offering room in the RV for us. In that rain a tent would have been pretty tough.  Hope to see you at another Enduro. 

Our pit crew was, as always, wonderful. *Cheri, *Deborah, *Kaylee, *Alice, Debbie, and the entire *Baxter Family made us feel good, recharged us with food, and sent us back out to finish.

Here is how we finished. Log on to www.tscec.org for the official results.

*Mark (overall) Rogers – 1st in the Master Class Overalled the age class
*Jeffrey (sand lover) Petersen – 2nd in the 30+ B Class

*Art (test section) Johnson – 2nd in the 50+ B Class

*Pat (red spring) Brook – 2nd in the Open C Class

*Ralph (falling down) White – 6th in the 50+ C Class

*Dustin (out of gas) Suitors – 5th in the 30+ Class

*Larry (gas station) Rayl – 13th in the Open C Class

Brian (passing zone) Bland – 2nd in the 40+ B Class

Travis (roosting) Krist – 1st in the Open A Class

Joseph (ripping) Sutherland – 1st in the 200 A Class

Todd (I hate tree roots) Betz – 8th in the 45+ C Class
Tim (TORN races are easier) Warner – 12th in the 45+ C Class
Duane (Chasing BB) Edington – 9th in the 40+ B Class 
Doug (The mechanic) Criswell – 8th in the 30+ C Class

The * beside your name means I saw you with your TRIC shirt on. Let Art know you were there, so you can get your points.

The next race is Caney Creek on September 13th 2009. More sand.

Ralph

TRIC Prez

